Breeder of Excellence Standards

Finding the right breeder for a service dog prospect is a crucial step in ensuring the success of the service dog partnership. Take your time to research and visit breeders, ask questions, and carefully consider the factors mentioned above. It's important to prioritize the dog's health, temperament, and suitability for service work to ensure a harmonious and effective working relationship.
When searching for a breeder to acquire a service dog prospect, there are several important factors to consider ensuring you get a healthy, well-tempered, and trainable dog that can excel in its role. Here are some key aspects to look for in a breeder:
1. Health Testing: A reputable breeder should conduct comprehensive health tests on their breeding dogs to screen for genetic disorders and ensure the puppies have a good chance of being healthy. They should be willing to share these test results with you. Common tests may include hip and elbow evaluations, eye exams, and genetic screening for breed-specific issues.
2. Temperament and Behavior: Service dogs need to have stable and trainable temperaments. Look for a breeder who focuses on breeding dogs with the right temperament for service work. Meeting the parent dogs can give you insight into their behavior and temperament.
3. Socialization: Puppies should be exposed to various social situations and environments early in life. A good breeder will engage in early socialization to help puppies adapt to different people, places, and stimuli, which is crucial for service dogs.
4. Training and Exposure: Some breeders start basic training with their puppies, such as basic obedience commands and exposure to common service dog tasks. This early training can be a valuable foundation.
5. Bloodline and Pedigree: Understanding the lineage of the puppies can provide insights into their potential abilities and traits. Look for breeders who can provide information about the pedigree of their dogs.
6. References and Reviews: Seek recommendations from previous clients and read reviews about the breeder. Positive testimonials from others who have obtained service dog prospects from them can be a good indicator of their reliability.
7. Ethical Practices: Ensure that the breeder follows ethical breeding practices. This includes not overbreeding dogs, providing proper care for the animals, and being transparent about their breeding program.
8. Support and Guarantees: Reputable breeders offer support to puppy buyers and may provide guarantees for the health and temperament of the dog. Make sure you understand the breeder's policies in case any issues arise.
9. Visit the Breeding Facility: Whenever possible, visit the breeder's facility in person to see the conditions in which the dogs are raised. This will also give you an opportunity to ask questions and observe the environment.
10. Compatibility: Discuss your specific needs with the breeder to ensure the puppy's traits align with the requirements of a service dog. Different service roles may require different characteristics, so it's important to communicate your expectations.
In conclusion, finding the right breeder for a service dog prospect is a crucial step in ensuring the success of the service dog partnership. Take your time to research and visit breeders, ask questions, and carefully consider the factors mentioned above. It's important to prioritize the dog's health, temperament, and suitability for service work to ensure a harmonious and effective working relationship.

