Common Breeds
Several breeds of dogs are commonly used for service dog work due to their temperamental traits, intelligence, trainability, and physical characteristics. These breeds are chosen for a variety of service roles, including guide dogs for the visually impaired, hearing dogs for the deaf or hard of hearing, mobility assistance dogs, psychiatric service dogs, and medical alert dogs. Here are some of the breeds commonly used for service dog work:
1. Labrador Retriever: Labrador Retrievers are one of the most popular choices for service dogs. They are known for their friendly and adaptable nature, high trainability, and willingness to work. They excel in roles such as guide dogs and medical alert dogs.
2. Golden Retriever: Golden Retrievers share many qualities with Labrador Retrievers, including their friendly disposition, intelligence, and trainability. They are often used as guide dogs, therapy dogs, and emotional support dogs.
3. German Shepherd: German Shepherds are highly intelligent and versatile. They are often selected for roles that require physical assistance, such as mobility assistance dogs. They are also used in search and rescue and law enforcement work.
4. Poodle: Poodles come in standard, miniature, and toy sizes and are known for their hypoallergenic coat. They are highly intelligent and make excellent choices for various service roles, including guide dogs and medical alert dogs.
5. Labradoodle, Goldendoodle, Poodle Cross Breeds: Labradoodles and Goldendoodles, which are crosses between Labrador Retrievers or Golden Retrievers and Poodles, have gained popularity for service dog work due to their desirable traits. These crossbreeds often inherit the intelligence, trainability, and hypoallergenic qualities of Poodles while maintaining the friendly and social nature of Labrador Retrievers or Golden Retrievers.
6. Border Collie: Border Collies are extremely intelligent and excel in tasks that require problem-solving and quick learning. They are often chosen for psychiatric service roles and can assist with tasks like grounding and interruption of self-harming behaviors.
7. Boxer: Boxers are strong and loyal dogs known for their protective instincts. They can be trained as mobility assistance dogs and are used to help individuals with physical disabilities.
8. Great Dane: Great Danes are large and powerful dogs, making them suitable for mobility assistance work. Despite their size, they are typically gentle and friendly.
9. Doberman Pinscher: Dobermans are intelligent, alert, and highly trainable. They are often selected for roles in which they provide protection and assistance to individuals with disabilities.
10. Miniature Schnauzer: Miniature Schnauzers are small hypoallergenic dogs known for their intelligence and adaptability. They are sometimes used as hearing dogs or medical alert dogs.
11. American Staffordshire Terrier: These strong and loyal dogs can be trained as psychiatric service dogs and can provide emotional support and assistance to individuals with mental health conditions.
It's important to note that while these breeds are commonly used for service work, individual temperament and suitability for the specific task are more important than breed alone. Each dog should undergo thorough temperament assessments and training to ensure they are a good match for the intended role and handler. Additionally, many successful service dogs come from rescue organizations, demonstrating that a dog's potential for service work is not limited to specific breeds.
*Budget a minimum of up to $4,000.00 for a puppy from one of our Breeders of Excellence. 
If you are selecting a puppy from a breeder that has not been evaluated and recognized by us: We will evaluate both already selected and adoption pending puppies. This evaluation can be done online or in person depending on location. ( budget $500.00 - $1,000.00) Contact Us for additional information.

