Is a Service Dog Right for Me?	

Service dogs can be incredibly valuable for individuals with certain disabilities or medical conditions, but whether a service dog is right for everyone who qualifies is a complex and nuanced question. Service dogs are specially trained to assist individuals with disabilities in tasks related to their disability. These tasks can include providing stability for individuals with mobility issues, and even detecting medical emergencies like diabetes and seizures.
It's essential to consider your specific needs when determining if a service dog is right for you. Qualifying for a service dog should involve a thorough  self-assessment and consultation with your healthcare professionals.  Contact multiple service dog organizations and discuss their programs and costs. Speak with other service dog teams. (We can provide a list of contacts.) At intake we evaluate the applicant’s disability, lifestyle, and ability to care for and work with a service dog. It is imperative to think these things through BEFORE applying.  Additionally, service dogs require ongoing training and care, which can be demanding.  Your commitment to love and care for your partner is a LIFELONG COMMITMENT.  They should not be passed off a retirement to move forward with another partner![footnoteRef:1]  We recognize that there are additional costs of a second dog in the home, and that medical costs increase with senior dogs.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  This is the policy of Assistance Canines of Texas that retirees remain in the home.  We acknowledge that most programs REQUIRE “passing” retiring patterners into Guardian Homes provided by the organization.]  [2:  We make considerations for Guardian Home placement on a case by case basis IF placement is in the best interest of the retiree.] 

While service dogs can be life-changing for many people, they may not be suitable for everyone who qualifies. Factors such as allergies, financial constraints, and the ability to provide consistent training and care for the dog should all be taken into account.
Ultimately, the decision to acquire a service dog should be made carefully and with input from your healthcare professionals and careful research and consideration. It's essential to weigh the benefits and responsibilities involved and consider alternative forms of assistance or accommodation that might be more appropriate.

